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PURDAH IN BIHAR
The organized demonstration against the purdah that was
held in many important centres in Bihar on the 8th instant was, a
Bihari friend's letter tells me, successful beyond the expectations
of the organizers. The Searchlight report of the Patna meeting
opens thus:
A unique spectacle was witnessed at the mixed meeting of ladies and
gentlemen of the 8th July held at Patna in the Radhika Sinha Institute
on Sunday last. In spite of heavy rains that fortunately stopped just at the
time of the meeting, the gathering was unexpectedly large. In fact half
of the spacious hall of the Radhika Sinha Institute was crowded with
ladies, three-fourths of whom were such as had been observing purdah a
day before, nay, an hour before.
The following is the translation of the resolution adopted at
the meeting:
We, the men and women of Patna, assembled hereby declare that
we have today abolished the pernicious practice of pwdah, which has
done and is doing incalculable harm to the country, and particularly to
women, and we appeal to the other women of the province^ who are still
wavering, to banish this system as early as they can and thereby
advance their education and health.
A provisional committee was formed at the meeting to carry
on an intensive propaganda against purdah and for the spread
of women's education in the province of Bihar. A third resolution
advised the formation of Mahila Samitis in every town and
every village of the province. And a fourth resolution was passed
to the effect that Mahila Ashrams should be started at different
places where ladies might stay for certain periods and receive a
training so as to become 'good wives', 'worthy mothers' and 'useful
servants' of the country. Over 5,000 rupees were promised on the
spot for the purpose and I see many ladies among the donors,
giving anything between Rs. 250 and 25. The paper publishes
reports of similar meetings in several places in Bihar. If the
campaign is well organized and-continued with zeal, the purdah
should become a thing of the past. It should be noted that this is
no Anglicizing movement. It is an indigenous conservative effort
made by leaders who are conservative by nature and are yet alive
to all the evils that have crept into Hindu society. Babu Brij-
kishore Prasad and Babu Rajendra Prasad who from far-off London
is keenly watching and supporting the movement are no westerniz-
ed specimens of Indian humanity. They are orthodox Hindus,